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The City of Ellis will soon be un-

derway on the construction of a wa-
terline project running north and 

south through the center of town.   As 
the general contractor, APACï

Kansas, Inc., Shears Division, out of 

Hays, prepares for the construction 
activities, a One-Call will be per-

formed to mark all underground utili-
ties along the path of the project.  

With this One-Call, all  utilities 
(water, sewer, telephone, gas, com-

munication, and electric) will be 

marked via paint and flags.  These 
markings will occur within the Cityôs 

right -of-ways, which consist of 
streets, curbs, sidewalks, and partial 

yards.  It is asked of the residents 

to  leave these markings in 
place until the construction 
activities have been com-
pleted .  For those that will be re-

(Continued on page 6) 

MARKS THE SPOT 

Submitted by Brian Spano, 
Wilson & Company 

ATTENTION  

PARENTS & GUARDIANS  

 

The Ellis Pool staff would like to re-
emphasize certain rules. 
 

I Children under the age of 8 who 

have not passed Level 2 swimming 

lessons must be accompanied by a 

responsible party who is at least 14 

years old. 

I FOUL LANGUAGE WILL NOT 

BE TOLERATED . 

I Those who do not follow these 

rules, or any of the other posted  

rules, will be asked to leave the pool 

for a specified period of time, de-

pending on the offense.  Arguing 

with the lifeguards will only in-

crease the time. 

 

The pool staffôs goal is to maintain a 

safe and positive environment for all 
patrons. 

ALL ROADS LEAD TO 

ROME 

Submitted by Steve Arthur, 
Head Librarian 

The Ellis City Fire Department is 

proud to announce a THIRD GEN-
ERATION member, Daniel Honas, 

following in the footsteps of Art and 
Dave Honas. Daniel joins the Fire 

Department under The Ellis Fire Ca-

det Program. 
The goal of the Ellis Fire Depart-

ment is to help members of the Fire 
Cadet Program in refining their abili-

ties to make responsible decisions 
and become wiser young adults.  The 

training will provide the cadet with 

general knowledge of fire science 
(Continued on page 5) 

JR FIREMAN 
Submitted by Jamison Miller 

Fireman 

As one chapter ends  

Another begins for you  

Enjoy all the things  

You've been looking forward to  
 

Happy Retirement 
Mary Jo  

Okay, so the Coliseum, the Pan-

theon, or the Temple of Jupiter isnôt 
located out in the back and you canôt 

find good cannoli to save your life, 
but it is my hope that some day 

soon, all roads will lead to EPL. 

Perhaps you may recall a few 
years ago, I wrote an article for the 

Town Crier regarding the importance 
of libraries in their community and 

the role that they play as a cultural 
and educational hub. Shortly after I 

wrote that article, I set out to bring 

EPL back to those former glory days 
when a library was indeed, the place 

to be. It has been a long trek, but 
slowly it has begun to bear fruit and 

(Continued on page 5) 

Kansas statues dictate the num-

ber of council members needed to 
conduct business.  The quorum for 

the City of Ellis is four council mem-
bers.  On July 19, 2010 three resig-

nations from the Ellis City Council left 

the Governing Body without a quo-
rum, and without the ability to con-

duct any business of behalf of the 
City.   

The Ellis City Attorney contacted 
the Kansas Attorney Generalôs Office, 

and was referred to the League of 

Kansas Municipalities legal staff.  The 
determination was made to call a 

special meeting to appoint ONE coun-
cil member so that the required num-

ber of four members for a legal quo-

rum could be achieved. 
Kansas statues specify that in 

case of a vacancy in elected positions 
the Mayor appoints to the open posi-

tions.  A special meeting will be 
held on July 22, 2010 at 6:00 

p.m. to appoint ONE person to 
(Continued on page 3) 

FILLING CITY COUNCIL VA-

CANCIES 

Submitted by David McDaniel, Mayor 
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Just a note to let everyone on the 

north hill know, Monroe Street from 
2nd Street to 3 rd Street will be under 

minor construction in July.  
Ellis County has agreed to rip up 

Monroe Street and relay in a crushed 

matter until chip -and-seal can be ap-
plied sometime in August.  The road 

repair will be just like the one done 
last year on Cottonwood Street by 

the fairgrounds.  
The road will be ground up and 

laid back down in a crushed state 

and be driven on for approx 30 to 45 
days.  Then the County will come in 

with chip-and-seal to form a surface 
on the road.  

Please be advised that the street 

will be of a dirt like nature during 
July and August, so if you could re-

route it would be helpful.   If you 
have questions, please feel free to 

contact the Public Works Department 
at 726-1741.             ĖĖĖ 

POTHOLE B-GONE 

Submitted by Gary Haddock, 
Public Works Director 

Mr. Perry Mickõs Advanced Math class computed some very eye-opening 

facts about the municipal services provided by the City of Ellis.  
 

The City of Ellis encompasses approximately 1, 233 acres.   
 

The 22.5 miles of streets cover 164 total acres, which is 13.3% of the 

total community.  Our alleys stretch for 6.6 miles.  Their 8 acres account 

for another .65% of the city.  

All of the areas that Public Works mows and maintains (including all the 

City parks, Mount Hope Cemetery, sewer plant, water wells, and various 

roadways and ditches ñbut not the Fairgrounds or school properties) total 

another 117 acres, or 9.5% of the community.  

That means the 7 -man Public Works Department is charged with 

maintaining nearly 1/4 of the City .  At the same time, there are around 

920 households tending the ( approximate) 740 residential acres.  That 

equates to 41 acres for each Public Works employee, and only .8 acres for 

each household. 
Thanks to Jessica Wheeler, Maggie Zody, Kelsey Butler, Matt Gehring, 

Jacob Kinderknecht, and Alex Lavato for lending their mathematical skills to this project. 

Every year we have problems with 

weeds and overgrown grass and 
vines.  The code of the City states 

that if your grass is 12ò or greater in 
height, the Public Works Department 

is to issue you a violation notice.  

Then if you have not rectified the 
violation within 10 days of receiving 

the letter, the City will mow the yard 
or alley and charge $50 per hour, 

with a minimum of two hours.  
That is $100 to get your lawn or 

alley mowed.  It also costs the City 

approximately $6.00 to send you the 
registered letter.   Last year we had 

25 persons in violation at one time 
during the summer.   That costs tax-

payers $150 just for mailings.  

Please be an advocate of a nice 
neighborhood and keep the weeds 

and grass down in the yard as well as 
in your alleyway behind the 

(Continued on page 6) 

CREW CUT 

Submitted by Gary Haddock, 
Public Works Director 

  The City of Ellis Governing Body and Staff hosted a 

retirement reception honoring 

Mary Jo Walz on Friday, May 21st from 2:00 

p.m. to 6:00 p.m. in the Ellis City Council Chamber.  

Nearly 100 people stopped in to offer their best 

wishes.  After recapping some of the landmark 
events of her 23-year career with the City, Mayor 

David McDaniel presented  Mary Jo with a token of the Cityôs appreciation for all 
her years of dedicated service.  Fellow City Clerk Brenda Chance, from Phillips-

burg, had attendees in stitches with her roast of Mary Jo. 

In addition to several displays of both her professional career and her family 
life, a cake and coffee reception was offered. 

The Governing Body and Staff shall miss Mary Joôs expert guidance, and 
wish her a fun-filled summer of GRANDMOTHERING!   ĖĖĖ 

Ellis Mayor David McDaniel and Phillipsburg City Clerk Brenda Chance 
compare notes as they prepare to roast Mary Jo. 

There was no lack of 
people to help Mary 
Jo reminisce about 
years past and dis-
cuss future plans. 


